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[ Topic) 2026 Student ambassadors International Exchange Program in Southern California
[ Date] 2026.07.07
[ Location] UCLA, Iris Cantor-UCLA Women's Health Center, Getty Center, Taipei

Economic and Cultural Office in Los Angeles

[ News Report )

On 7/7, the ambassadors first toured University of California, Los Angeles. Founded
in 1919, UCLA is known for its rich history and elegant campus buildings, with prestigious
academic performance among universities across the globe. Under the guidance of several
alumni, the ambassadors visited the Inverted Fountain, Dickson Plaza, Royce Hall, James'
Steps, and one of the university libraries. Before leaving, each student touched the back foot
of The Bruin statue, a campus tradition believed to bring good luck in academics, and took a
group photo together.

The next stop brought the ambassadors to Iris Cantor-UCLA Women's Health Center,
a facility focusing on research, education and care exclusively for women’s health. They then
visited the Iris Cantor—UCLA Women's Health Center. Director Dr. Janet Pregler and Julie
Friedman first welcomed the Student Ambassadors with warmth and excitement, then
introduced the center's history: after founder Iris Cantor recognized that gender differences
had been overlooked in medical research, the center was established at UCLA in 1995, and
since then continued to take actions for women's health through research grants, education
programs, community outreach, and comprehensive healthcare services for women.
Afterward, the Student Ambassadors toured the laboratories in groups, observing cells
through microscopes and learning about medical research in detail from the doctors'
introductions. The visit concluded with lunch shared by the student ambassadors, alumna Li
Zhu, the two directors and several UCLA students, with lively discussions and conversations
taking place throughout the meal; after a day of learning and exchange, the student
ambassadors left with valuable experiences and a sight of future career paths.

In the afternoon, the Student Ambassadors visited the Getty Center with alumna Hu
Xijia. Opened in 1997, the Getty Center was designed by architect Richard Meier and is
known for its collections of European paintings, drawings, manuscripts, sculptures, and
decorative arts from before the 20th century. The Getty Research Institute has also worked
with Academia Sinica to develop the Chinese version of the Art & Architecture Thesaurus.
Through alumna Hu’s lively introduction, the student ambassadors admired abundant

masterpieces across the Romantic, Rococo, and Impressionist periods, and visited the
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furniture galleries and gardens, which all greatly enriched their understanding of art history
and further strengthened their cultural appreciation.

The last stop of the day was the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Los Angeles
(TECO-LA). The visit began with a conversation between Director General Jason Ma and
Principal Chen Chi-Yuan. Director General Ma first introduced the upcoming Taipei
Economic and Cultural Office in Phoenix, shared his connection with the Student
Ambassadors program, and thanked the student ambassadors on behalf of Taiwan's Ministry
of Foreign Affairs for its contributions to youth diplomacy. Principal Chen then expressed
sincere gratitude for Director General Ma for receiving the group, mentioned that one of the
purposes of the visit was to better understand the relationship between Los Angeles and
Taipei, and expressed hope for future cooperation on educational exchanges between TECO-
LA and TFG. Director General Ma then raised eight questions for discussion, covering topics
including the Taiwan Relations Act, defense procurement, meat imports, and the relationship
between the Russia-Ukraine War and cross-strait relations. After thoroughly explaining each,
he quoted the phrase, "Politics is a menu for choice," highlighting Taiwan’s critical
geographical position and how changes in global trade and regional politics over the past
fifteen years had affected its “menu for choice.” During the Q&A session, the student
ambassadors proposed several questions about the day's topics, observations in Los Angeles
and inquiries about diplomatic careers, in which Director General Ma answered with
insightful words. Lastly, the ambassadors toured the office and took a group photo with

Director General Ma, concluding the day's activities.
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